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NC’s Smokefree Restaurants and Bars Law 
Outcome Indicators by Week

Jan 2 - Jan 31, 2010

** Weekly statewide number of businesses named in one or more complaint(s) of a potential violation of the law
* Weekly statewide number of complaints reporting a business with a potential violation of the law
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NC’s Smokefree Restaurants and Bars Law
Year to Date Number of Unique Complaints* & Businesses**

Jan 2 – Jan 31, 2010

* *Weekly statewide number of businesses named in one or more complaint(s) of a potential violation of the law
* Weekly statewide number of complaints reporting a business with a potential violation of the law
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Winston Salem Journal Headline  
February 2, 2010 - one month mark
“Smoking ban has little effect on businesses”

The first month of a statewide smoking ban in restaurants and bars has 
been pretty much a nonevent, local business operators said yesterday.

A few quotes from the article:  
“The ban hasn't hurt us even though 20 percent to 25 percent of our business 

has traditionally been with smokers.  We believe we're getting new 
customers because, previously, the separation between smoking and 
nonsmoking wasn't enough for some people.”

--John Cahoon, Finnegan’s  Wake
"Over the past several years, a number of restaurants here have consulted with 

us before going non-smoking.  When we've checked back with them several 
months after they made that decision, they've told us it really had not 
affected their business after the first couple of weeks.“

--Gayle Anderson, President and 
Chief Executive, Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce


